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If a mare gets two Group race winners 
over the course of one weekend, she 
has to be a special sort of a lady. and 
Dolores, who achieved such a feat 
courtesy of Samuel and Duncan in 
September, is indeed very special.

Not only has she produced three 
black-type performers from her four 
foals who have run, she was also a cut 
above the average performer herself.

Owned and bred by Normandie Stud, also 
owners of that weekend’s group-winning 
double act Samuel and Duncan, Dolores is a 
daughter of Danehill and was born in 1999. 

You would be forced to have to admit that 
a Danehill covering for her dam would have 
seemed a little over ambitious at the time. 
agnus had only won a small race in Belgium, 
Dolores was her first foal, Agnus was out of 
a mare who was unplaced, while her half-
brother, Wavy run, was a champion, but in 
Spain! actually Wavy run, on transferring to 
the US, did produce some recognisable black-

type winning the San francisco mile Handicap 
(G2) at Golden Gate and finishing third in 
the american Handicap at Hollywood Park.

But back to Danehill. although the 

Coolmore sire had not got to his highest 
covering fee (€75,000 in 2000-01, before 
turning private in 2002 and 2003) he was 
standing at Ir£35,000 in 1997 on his way 
upward from a fee of Ir£15,000 in 1995. 

He had won his first sire’s title in 1997 
and was certainly a stallion on his way to 
remembrance in eternity. So in 1997 agnus 
really did not seem the obvious mate for him.

But while mating and breeding plans can 
be cogitated and reworked and mulled over 
for years by the most expert of experts, in 
this instance it all came down to a last-
minute decision for a self-proclaimed 
novice among the breeding ranks.

Agnus was the first mare bought by Phillipa 
Cooper after she bought her Normandie 
farm Stud. The mare’s purchase she says was 
really down to luck rather than judgement.

“I bought agnus from my good friends 
Barry and fiona reilly, but I really did not 
know one end of a horse from another,” 
laughs Cooper. “I had bought this farm 
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and had a few NH horses here including 
I’m Supposing and I decided that I 
ought to have a broodmare or two.

“I really was very stupid about it all. 
I bought her in foal to machiavellian 
– I had not got a clue about him – and 
sold him to Henry Cecil. The horse 
was no good at all,” she recalls.

The spring came round and it was time 
for Cooper to put her mare put back in 
foal once again – it proved to be a more 
difficult job than she had bargained for.

“I tried lots of studs in england, but no 
one would have her. I tried everyone but they 
all turned agnus away, and I think they just 
thought I was a bimbo!” smiles Cooper.

It has to be a matter of some debate as 
to whether the boys from Coolmore are 
frequently given over to dashing to the 
rescue of a damsel in distress – some would 
say only if there were something financially 
beneficial in it for themselves. Whether it 
was a case of gentlemanly behaviour or not, 
and putting cynicism aside, Cooper found 
her answer in the fields of Tipperary.

“I have a lot of friends in Ireland and I 
knew Coolmore would help me – they will 
take anything!” she says cheekily. “I decided 
to use Caerleon – it could have been because 
I liked the name, but he was also a son of 
Nijinksy and I had at least heard of him!

“So it was all booked in and, then on 
the morning of angus’s covering, Christy 
Grassick rang to say that the stallion had 
dropped down dead that morning! I told 
him how sorry I was to hear that and how 
awful it was for him. He just said to me: 
‘Never mind about that, your mare needs 
covering, what do you want to do?!’

“He suggested Danehill and I agreed. It 
was not until I looked him up that I realised 
that he was a son of Danzig and agnus was 
a daughter of In The Wings – no one was 
inbreeding then. So I rang him and told him 
to stop – but he told me it was too late!”

after a winter expecting a double-headed 
monster to appear, Cooper’s second homebred 
foal out of agnus duly arrived that spring. 
But while she did not suffer from any hideous 
incestuous birth defects eminating from 
inbreeding, she was not a babe – something 
her devoted breeder was forced to admit as 
she again went on the hunt for some help.

“She had a parrot mouth, was back at 
the knee and as a yearling was extremely 
gangly,” laughs Cooper. “John Dunlop came 
to see her and refused to have her, Gerard 
Butler also turned her down. In the end 
amanda Perrett came up and, in that lovely 
indomitable way that amanda has, she told 
me that ‘it would be a privilege to train her.’”

and it turned out to be a very wise decision 
by the girl from arundel as Dolores ran 
seven times and although she only won 
one race, albeit a Listed event, she finished 
fourth in the 1,000 Guineas (first time out 
at three, and on just her second career 
start after a run in a maiden), third in the 
Coronation Stakes, fourth in the falmouth 
Stakes and second in the Sun Chariot. 

“She was always so brave and really 
deserved to win a Group race, but she always 
came up against some really top-class Group 
horses,” rues Cooper. “She always had to 
make her own pace and it is tough to do that 
over a mile against such quality runners.”

after those performances on the 
racecourse, it is a fair assumption that 

Cooper did not experience such troubles 
getting a place at stud for Dolores as she did 
with Angus and the mare was sent first to 
Sakhee, a mating which resulted in Samuel. 

He put in two Listed placed performances 
at three, then finished third in the Yorkshire 
Cup, before winning and being placed at 
Listed level at four. Last time out that July, 
he tweaked a tendon which necessitated a 
24-month break from racing. On returning 
to action this July, Samuel resumed the 
Listed-placed form before stepping up 
to win the 2m2f Doncaster Cup (G2).

Duncan arrived in 2005, the year after 
Samuel. From the first crop of Dalakhani, 
he has run 14 times and won four with 
the first of those victories coming on his 
third career start at three at Pontefract.

at four a win in the Listed City and 
Suburban preceded a fourth to ask in 
the Coronation Cup (G1) at epsom. He 
was put away for the season after a third 
in the rose of Lancaster Stakes (G3). 

The Hardwicke Stakes was the race 
of choice for this season’s reappearance 
– he was second – before a fourth in 
the Glorious Stakes (G3) and then 
his victory in the Prix foy (G2).

Cooper is happy to let trainer John 
Gosden decide whether or not to mount an 
arc challenge with Duncan and while she 
admits it would be a huge thrill to have him 
run in the race, the self-effacing breeder 
does not seek the glory of a run in the Group 
1 seasonal highlight if the pair really feel 
that he is not going to be good enough.

Dolores has since produced Howard, 
who unfortunately was not enamoured 
with the racing game, and Deidre 
(Dubawi) who has been Listed placed.

The luck for Dolores has turned a little 
against her as she has since had two foals 
die (by Pivotal and Halling) and was 
barren to Dubawi and so Cooper, worried 
that she might not get a filly out of her 
star mare, promptly retired Deidre once 
she had achieved her black-type. The 
filly will visit Dalakhani next spring.

Dolores, meanwhile, is to be 
tested to Sea The Stars while this 
publication is at the printers.

Our now wise and knowledgable 
breeder does realise exactly how 
wonderful her broodmare is.

“I keep on telling Dolores how 
special she is,” smiles Cooper. “She 
really is a lovely broodmare and I have 
been so fortunate to have her. 

Dolores: cantering to the start of the 1,000 Guineas. It was just her second racecourse outing
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